
	

	

Viral by Cindy Jiang 
 
He should not have died that day  
His head lolled to the side like a rag doll  

dangling by a thread  
His body motionless on the cold marble floor —  

Why did it take so long for an ambulance to come?  
 

 
The crowd gathered around him in shock  
Expressing words of sympathy by texting their friends —  

oh my God, you would not believe what just happened! 
 
 
As he fell 
a camera clicked —  
the internet’s going to love this once I dub “Hollaback Girl” to the looped rhythm of the moment his head 
hits the ground 
 
It took ten minutes for security to arrive  
and they all knew full well that he could have died by then  
 
but the gut-wrenching feeling we get when we see suffering  
is reserved only for abused puppies and sick children,  

 
and not homeless-looking, ragged men 

 who tarnish this civilised shopping paradise 
 
 
He should not have died that day —  

 
The manager said  

“don’t leave, he will be okay, 
just mind your own business, 

and serve that customer who’s been waiting for five minutes”  
 
But the price of a life was apparently less than that of a coffee, 

because it’s a waste of time to help those who aren’t of worth to us, right?  
 
That seems to be what everyone else was thinking as they walked by  



	

	

turning their children’s inquisitive eyes away from the truth  
elderly couples tutting and shaking their heads at the sight  

 
Oh, what a pity, he must have had too much to drink. 

 
They removed him like a stain; 

dumped him there while security called an ambulance 
 

It’s been half an hour;  
Is he even breathing?   
They never checked.  

 
 
He didn’t lack pity, no, this man drowned in it;  
 
His real cause of death was our ignorance and not a severe blow to the head  
 
He just fell over;  
 
But they kept him down  

to create a pitiful six-second fame  
Somewhere in the crowd,  
A finger clicked “add to my story”  —  

 
Dude, this is some insane stuff!  

Like and share if you found this funny!  
 


