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There are many ways in which our society commemorates the Gallipoli campaign of World 

War I and the soldiers who lost their lives fighting, whilst the Indigenous lives lost during the 

Frontier Wars from 1788 to the 1930s are continuously ignored. The Frontier Wars should 

have a greater significance in our lives today as these massacres had a greater impact on the 

establishment of Australia, although they have historically been deemed insignificant. Since 

the Gallipoli campaign occurred early in Australia’s federated history, it has become 

recognised as an important event. These two events are remembered very differently with 

the Gallipoli campaign being commemorated by a greater number of people due to the 

amount of substantial information on it, whereas the Frontier Wars are only just starting to 

be recognised. Consequently, through the denial of the existence of the Frontier Wars and 

their impact on the lives of all Australians, significant trauma has been experienced 

throughout Indigenous communities. If the Frontier Wars were recognised and 

commemorated in a similar way to the Gallipoli campaign, then the deeply rooted trauma 

that is embedded in the Indigenous communities because of the British colonisation of 

Australia, would start to heal. 

Gallipoli was a significant campaign during World War I (WWI), and due to the scale of the 

sacrifice and the origin of the contested Anzac legend, it has become a well-known event in 

Australian history. In 1915, Britain and its allies launched a naval expedition to seize the 



Dardanelles Strait, which would allow them to join with the Russians in the Black Sea. This 

attempt was unsuccessful, so Britain called for many soldiers to perform a land invasion of 

the Gallipoli peninsula, which resulted in the deaths of thousands of young Australian men 

who were sent there to fight. With Australia being federated only 14 years before in 1901, 

the Gallipoli campaign was seen as a significant event that defined the Australian identity 

and its legacy still lives on. This legacy was important to uphold because many Australians 

had lost someone they loved with “approximately 50 000 to 60 000 [Australian] men” 

serving, and “more than 8 700 [died] and 19 400 [were] wounded”1. This is a significant 

number considering the Australian population at the time was just under 5 million. The 

families on the home front established many traditions to honour the service given by the 

soldiers during WWI, but the Gallipoli campaign specifically contributed to the creation of 

the Australian identity through the Anzac legend. During 1915 the soldiers fighting in 

Gallipoli were described by news articles and other forms of media as “worthy sons of the 

Empire”2. This instilled pride into the families at home by giving them a legacy to be proud 

of and as war correspondent and historian Charles Bean stated, “Anzac stood, and still 

stands, for reckless valour in a good cause, for enterprise, resourcefulness, fidelity, 

comradeship, and endurance that will never own defeat,”3 which set the way the Anzacs 
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were perceived by the public. As a result of the Gallipoli campaign, and the loss of many 

Australian men, a unique Australian identity was born to characterise Australia’s strength 

after the first World War. 

The Frontier Wars played a fundamental part in the colonisation and establishment of 

modern Australia, but with less recognition fewer people are aware of its impact. The 

Frontier Wars “refers to all of the massacres, wars and instances of resistance beginning 

from the arrival of colonists in 1788”4 and ending in 1934. To take the land they desired, the 

British performed massacres that killed many Indigenous people and the trauma that 

resulted from this has been passed down through many generations. The death toll for 

colonists during this period is estimated to be around 2000 – 5000, but the total number of 

Indigenous people that died is mostly unknown, although in Queensland alone, it is 

estimated that over 60 000 Indigenous people died.5 As colonial historian Ørsted-Jensen 

stated “it is not and can never be a precisely accurate figure”6, as there are not sufficient 
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records to determine the correct number of Indigenous people who died since the wars 

were mostly undocumented. The massacres were carried out for a variety of reasons 

including spite and contest over land like during the Black War of the 1830s where over 

2000 colonists formed a series of offensive lines across Tasmania driving Indigenous clans 

out of their land, which the colonists wanted to take.7 This massacre was caused by the 

greed of the British and like most other massacres of this time, was obfuscated and 

inadequately documented. Since the Frontier Wars were largely undocumented, they have 

historically been discarded as insignificant and a minority of people are aware of the 

impacts these battles had on Indigenous communities and Australian history. 

Indigenous Australians have always fought to protect the land of Australia, including all wars 

fought with and against the British empire, however, their sacrifice during the Frontier Wars 

is still not recognised. The Gallipoli campaign is remembered in many ways including 

through Anzac Day, observed on the 25th of April, where all the soldiers who served during 

any official war are commemorated and the nation sets aside a day to honour them. The 

Shrine of Remembrance serves as a place where members of the public can view all the 

names of the soldiers who died in the campaign. These events and places make sure that 
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the legacy of this significant campaign does not die, although Indigenous people that served 

during the campaign have only recently been included in these commemorations. The 

commemoration of the soldiers who died in the campaign has mostly stayed the same with 

commemorative services held at dawn across the nation and marches take place later in the 

day where the current servicewomen and men are shown as a reminder of the legacy of the 

Anzac soldiers. 8 These services, memorials and commemorations are important to uphold 

so that the legacy of those soldiers is not forgotten, although it excludes the Frontier Wars 

as only the soldiers who died in official wars are commemorated during Anzac and 

Remembrance Day. Since 2011, Indigenous activists have protested for the Frontier Wars to 

be included in the official ritual of war commemoration and have initiated marches on 

Anzac Day where their ancestor’s sacrifices are commemorated.9 These protests have been 

ignored and the trauma caused by these wars is still present as the Frontier Wars were a 

significant part of the colonisation and the foundations of Australia, and their impact is still 

experienced in Australia’s current society. 

The Frontier Wars and the Gallipoli campaign both have a different impact on our lives 

because of our cultures, education, and heritage. The Frontier Wars ultimately resulted in 

 
8 Anzac Day. Retrieved 4 June 2021, from https://www.army.gov.au/our-
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9 Caso, F. (2020). Lest we forget the Frontier Wars. Retrieved 3 June 2021, from 
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the “destruction of traditional cultural practices [which] resulted in both individual and 

collective inter-generational trauma for Aboriginal peoples”10, and the fact that this trauma 

is still present in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures shows that they have an 

ongoing significant impact, even though the wars are not widely commemorated. In 

contrast, the Gallipoli campaign had a much more prominent impact on white Australian 

life, so it remains a significant event in Australian culture because it was allowed to be 

perceived as a defining moment for the nation’s identity. The stereotypical image of an 

Anzac soldier emerged from the campaign, they were “tough, inventive, and loyal to [their] 

mates”11, and this image has continued to inspire subsequent generations of servicepeople. 

There were many more tangible sources of information on the Gallipoli campaign as 

journalists, photographers and artists were sent to report on the conflict in Gallipoli 

meaning that the campaign and the identity it created has continued to shape young 

Australian’s lives and bring them closer to this part of their history. There are also many 

soldiers’ diaries available to historians enabling a greater understanding of what the battle 

in Gallipoli was like for those there. All the information on the Gallipoli campaign 

contributes to the significance it is given now, however due to the concealed nature of the 

Frontier Wars, people cannot develop an adequate understanding of the events that 

 
10 Aboriginal scars from Frontier Wars: Legacy of Australian colonial Native Mounted Police 

force. (2018). Retrieved 2 June 2021, from 
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occurred or develop a meaningful connection to them. The result of this is that the Frontier 

Wars are given less significance in the Australian public’s perception. 

Since most of the massacres that occurred during the Frontier Wars were not documented 

sufficiently, this has led to numerous debates between historians about whether they had a 

significant impact on all Australians. Some historians, such as Lyndall Ryan, believe that “the 

effect of the martial law ‘was to destroy more than two-thirds of these wild creatures’”12, 

and that the massacres were planned out by many colonists using the system of power in 

play at the time to their advantage. Ryan also argues that the main goal of the colonists was 

to kill the Indigenous people until “their populous tribes were swept from the face of the 

earth”13, because of the belief that white people were superior. While some historians 

believe that the Frontier Wars were the result of the conflict between British colonists 

taking the land from the Indigenous people, others believe that it was the Indigenous 

people’s fault. During earlier debates, historians like James Calder argued that the 

Indigenous people “were responsible for their own demise” and “their own imprudence in 

refusing to use European remedies to treat them”14 from diseases was what killed them. 

The ignorance of these historians built the foundations of racism that Indigenous people 

 
12 Ryan, L. (2009). ‘The long shadow of remembrance’: Remembering the debate about 

massacre in the Black War in Tasmania. Retrieved 5 June 2021, from 

https://revistes.ub.edu/index.php/coolabah/article/view/15724  

 
13 Ryan, L. (2009). The long shadow of remembrance (1st ed.). 

14 Ryan, L. (2009). The long shadow of remembrance (1st ed.). 
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face today by invalidating their trauma. As Ryan states, these debates reflect the 

“reluctance of many white Australians today to come to terms with incontrovertible 

evidence about our violent past”15 and that they are only a small part of a wider debate 

about Indigenous rights. From this, we can see that ignoring and trying to conceal the 

Frontier Wars is causing more harm and trauma in Indigenous communities whilst also 

disrespecting the sacrifice their ancestors made. Not commemorating the Frontier Wars and 

the Indigenous people who sacrificed their lives protecting their land has contributed to 

much of the racism that is present today. 

The Frontier Wars should be given more significance and commemoration in Australian 

culture as they built the foundations for colonisation which led to the development of the 

nation. They are ignored due to a lack of information about their occurrence, ongoing 

debates around the nature of the wars, and the discomfort they impress upon some 

Australians. In contrast, the Gallipoli campaign is central to Australian culture, 

commemorated in multiple ways and is perceived as one of the defining moments in the 

nation’s early years as a country. Although the existence of the Frontier Wars is concealed, 

the trauma that is embedded in Indigenous cultures from the colonisation of Australia 

indicates that it was a significant time for all Australians, therefore it should be given 

increased recognition.  

 
15 Ryan, L. (2009). The long shadow of remembrance (1st ed.). 
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